
SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE. Frequency of symptoms lasting >4 weeks among adults aged ≥18 years 

tested for SARS-CoV-2 since January 2020, who initially reported these symptoms, by test status — 

Porter Novelli Internet survey, United States, April 2021 

Symptom 

Test-positive* 
respondents 

weighted % (95% CI) n/Total 

Test-negative† 
respondents 

weighted % (95% CI) n/Total 

Any symptom§ 76.2 (72.3–80.0) 465/603 69.6 (67.1–72.1) 1,058/1,526 
1 symptom only 31.5 (27.5–35.5) 206/603 30.3 (27.8–32.9) 479/1,526 
2 symptoms 16.1 (12.9–19.4) 99/603 15.4 (13.4–17.4) 238/1,526 
3 or more symptoms 28.5 (24.4–32.6) 160/603 23.9 (21.5–26.3) 341/1,526 
Hair loss 58.3 (45.1–71.4) 39/66 51.2 (43.2–59.2) 98/188 
Cognitive dysfunction¶ 55.5 (45.6–65.3) 64/122 57.9 (51.8–64.1) 170/292 
Shortness of breath/breathlessness   52.8 (45.1–60.4) 94/203 45.3 (38.7–51.9) 115/260 
Post-exertional malaise** 49.6 (37.3–61.8) 45/84 53.2 (42.5–63.8) 52/103 
Problems sleeping§  49.4 (41.0–57.7) 81/172 60.2 (56.1–64.2) 389/652 
Fatigue/tired/weakness 48.4 (42.1–54.7) 141/301 49.7 (45.3–54.2) 283/570 
Palpitations (heart racing or pounding)  47.9 (34.2–61.6) 29/65 35.9 (28.0–43.9) 61/165 
Other symptom(s) 46.7 (20.9–72.5) 8/17 72.4 (54.7–90.0) 24/32 
Change in smell or taste 46.4 (39.5–53.3) 120/247 44.0 (32.6–55.5) 41/93 
Change in mood 40.1 (30.5–49.8) 48/123 48.2 (43.2–53.3) 235/464 
Joint/muscle pain§  36.7 (29.1–44.3) 68/201 58.4 (53.7–63.2) 274/480 
Cough  36.2 (29.9–42.5) 105/280 34.1 (28.8–39.5) 119/363 
Chest pain/pressure  35.2 (26.6–43.9) 52/144 28.8 (21.5–36.2) 54/181 
Stomach pain   34.6 (25.0–44.2) 40/114 38.3 (32.4–44.3) 121/321 
Headache  31.1 (25.2–37.0) 93/298 35.2 (31.3–39.1) 247/698 
Diarrhea  24.6 (16.5–32.8) 32/144 26.0 (20.7–31.3) 81/315 
Nausea/vomiting  23.7 (15.0–32.4) 28/112 22.6 (16.2–29.0) 47/203 
Sore throat  16.9 (10.9–22.8) 31/194 16.4 (11.6–21.3) 43/251 
Fever or chills§  12.4 (7.9–17.0) 34/270 22.7 (16.7–28.6) 51/210 

Abbreviations: n = unweighted number with positive or negative SARS-CoV-2 test result; CI = confidence interval. 
*Persons with at least one positive SARS-CoV-2 test result. 
† Persons with all negative SARS-CoV-2 test results. 
§ p-value for weighted Wald chi-square test <0.05, indicating significant differences between those testing positive 
and those testing negative for SARS-CoV-2 
¶ Difficulty thinking clearly, concentrating, forgetfulness, memory loss, or ‘brain fog’ 
** Worsening of symptoms after even minor physical, mental, or emotional exertion 


